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Prologue
D 1 86 3

St Cyrus Poor-house

W inter had set in: the bleak, bone-deep chill of a Scottish December.

The old man huddled upon a wooden chair, as far from the door as he 
could get to escape the draught that was Hngering in through the cracks. ’evd haAe 
liked a pipe, but it was a long time since hevd been able to ayord tobacco. ’e breathed 
onto his chapped hands. –rthritis and too manj winters had stiyened his hands and 
hips and knees into rustj hinges z ;ust as it had done, decades ago, to his mothervs. 
’e tucked his claws into his armpits and thought about his long-dead mother. ’e 
assumed she was long dead.

The other men were shuLing about in the deFated waj of poor-house folk. Thej 
were crooked, toothless, hair-thin, like him. WheeIing, sighing with eAerj moAement. 
Thej sat together, as if huddling would warm them, but it didnvt. ’e found no plea-
sure in their companjN thej were fellow inmates z nothing more. qike him, recipients 
of the kirkvs grudging charitj. 1ortj jears in the parish, and he was friendless.

2t had been better when he could work. The rhjthm of toil had sustained him then. 
The routines: getting up at dawn, ploughing, cutting haj, singling turnips, joking 
the workhorses, feeding the cattle, going to bed with the sun. 2t was easier to liAe 
when the routines of labour had carried him through the hours and dajs and jears. 

ow z nothing. Too frail to work, and no use on the farm. othing to look forward 
to. othing much to look back on either, if he thought about it.

’evd grown uerulous with age. ’e griped about his aching bones, but his compan-
ions had troubles enough of their own. ’is grumbling set oy a Ht of coughing and his 



neighbour told him to cut the racket. ’e wiped the mucus from his lips with his sleeAe 
and muttered a curse z uietlj, so it wouldnvt reach the ears of the kirk.

2t was HAe ovclock in the afternoon, and darkness had set in. ’e struggled to his feet and 
said to no-one in particular that hevd haAe an earlj night. o reaction. ’e shuLed oy to 
bed. ’e sat on the edge of his narrow cot, reached into the small cabinet beside it and 
withdrew a raIor. Then he laj down, looked up into the darkness and, with a swipe of the 
raIor, laid open his throat.
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Chapter 1

12 November 1826
FD  

A  gurem mdmeumf oetd hnm dteiwiu otu ftpi ti hnm hreikwam et:fy : ,triu 
ptd:is lhet..wiu :l wo lnm n:f :.. hnm hwdm wi hnm pte.fW

Lwftp vtcwm l:p nme oetd hnm ftte to hnm zthh:ums pnmem lnm lhttf pnmmjwius 
Srlh emhreimf oetd hnm pm..W bnm uerihmf :l lnm .tpmemf hnm Trzamhl to p:hme ht hnm 
uetrifs tim m,m ti hnm uwe.W Ltei trh :.em:f,s :if hnm lri p:l T:em., rkW qnm uwe. 
p:cmf Trh fwf ith Irwzami nme lhmks :if hnm pwftp hrzamf oetjmi n:ifl wiht nme 
:edkwhl :if p:whmfW

qnm gurem z:dm wiht otzrlW Mh p:l hnm KzHmll:e uwe.s ktte ’miewmhh:?l ,triumlh 
Trh timW Ln:h fwf lnm p:ih‘

qnm uwe. d:fm nme p:, :zetll hnm oetlh, gm.f :if lhtkkmf :h hnm zthh:um ftteW
;M?d K:eu:emh KzHmll:es? lnm l:wfs krYiu z.trfl wiht hnm Twhhme dteiwiuW qnm 

pwif n:f k.:ihmf etlml wi nme etrifmf znmmalJ hnm, .ttamf :l wo hnm, ptr.f fwdk.m 
pnmi lnm ldw.mfW

;M aitp pnt ,tr :emW?
;–tre lti 4tni nwemf dm ,mlhmef:,s? K:eu:emh KzHmll:e l:wfW ;Ah hnm ommwiu d:eamhW?
bty hnm imp lmec:ihW qnm hwk to nme itlm p:l emf pwhn hnm znw..s Trh nme m,ml pmem 

dmee,W
;Lnmem :em ,tre hnwiul‘?
;K, Tethnme pw.. Tewiu d, awlh hnwl :ohmeittiW?
K:eu:emh KzHmll:e ldw.mfs :if hnm pwftp l:p lnm p:l ewunh :Ttrh hnm fwdk.mlW 

qnm uwe. .wcmf ti., n:.o : dw.m :p:, :if ptr.fs it ftrThs Tm otemcme eriiwiu T:za 
ht nme o:dw.,W A lmec:ih oetd orehnme :gm.f ptr.f n:cm Tmmi Tmhhme x : nriue, Irwim 
pwhntrh fwlhe:zhwtilW Aif : k.:wime uwe.s htty hn:h ptr.f n:cm Tmmi TmhhmeW bhw..s lnm 
.ttamf lhetiu :if nm:.hn,s :if hn:h ztrihmf ote : .thW

Lwftp vtcwm itffmfW ;A.. ewunhs hnmiW?

B



bnm Tmih ht kwza rk : Trzamhs “m”wiu nme airza.ml k:wior..,W qnmlm wz, dteiwiul 
k.:,mf n:ctz pwhn hnm enmrd:hwldW qnm m:e., f:,l to pwihme pmem hnm ptelhs pnmi hnm 
fmilm la, nme:.fmf dtihnl to u.ttds :if it emlkwhm wi lwunhW

K:eu:emh KzHmll:e d:fm it dtcm ht nm.ks :if lt lnm l:wfs ;q:am tims pw.. ,tr‘? :if 
hnm uwe. ntwlhmf hnm thnme Trzamh oetd hnm uetrifW qnm p:hme l.tlnmfs :if Lwftp vtcwm 
z.miznmf nme hmmhn ht nt.f T:za : emkettoW qnm uwe.?l uttf znmme dwunh Tm ptehn : .tlh 
fetk te hptW

qnm, hreimf ht hnm zthh:ums m:zn pwhn : Trzamh wi n:ifW A etTwi “whhmf :Ttcm hnm ftte 
x : uteumtrl lk.:ln to emf :u:wilh lhtimW A sign of ill luckW An omen of trouble with the 
law. Lwftp vtcwm e:wlmf nme oemm n:if :if htrznmf hnm pttfmi ftte oe:dmW -mlh ht h:am 
kemz:rhwtilW bnm dmh K:eu:emh KzHmll:e?l m,ms :if hnm uwe. itffmfW bty lnm rifmelhttf 
hnm t.f p:,lW

;qnm, z:.. ,tr 5Kmuu,Ns fti?h hnm,‘?
;A,mW?
qnm, frzamf wilwfms wiht hnm lntehs ln:..tp k:ll:um hn:h tkmimf ht : ettd ti m:zn 

lwfmW bnm lnrh hnm ftte ht he:k hnm p:edhn wis :if hnm hpt ptdmi k:rlmf ht .mh hnmwe 
m,ml :fSrlh ht hnm u.ttdW

Kmuu, u.:izmf htp:efl hnm ettd ti nme ewunhs Trh Lwftp vtcwm rlnmemf nme .mohF
p:efl ht hnm awhznmiW bnm n:f :.em:f, uth hnm gem T.:jwius :if hnm awhznmi ldm..mf 
p:ed :if km:h,W qnm, k.:zmf hnm Trzamhl ti hnm m:ehnmi “ttes :if lnm p:hznmf pwhn 
l:hwlo:zhwti :l hnm uwe. u:jmf pwhn tkmi k.m:lrem :h nme imp lreetrifwiulW bmmi hnetrun : 
lhe:iume?l m,mls lnm hntrunhs wh was : zn:edwiu ettdy Twuume hn:i hnm imwunTtrel? ntdmls 
Trh lhw.. ztl,W

Kmuu, htta : lhmk fmmkme wiht hnm fwd awhznmis :if : pwihe, ewTTti to .wunh om.. 
oetd hnm ld:.. pwiftp tiht nme k:hznmf ptt..mi lawehW bnm l.wkkmf nme pe:k oetd nme 
lntr.fmel :if l.riu wh tiht hnm lm:h to hnm .tiu z:ecmf fmmzm rifme hnm pwiftpW qnm 
fmmzm p:l o:e gime hn:i hnm lmhh.m wi hnm KzHmll:e ntdms pnwzn hnm pwftp aimp hnm 
ue:cmfwuume -etpi n:f aitzamf rk trh to fewohpttf ote hnmdW qnm, pmem zn:ewh, z:lmls 
hnm KzHmll:elW

Kmuu, lhet..mf ht hnm nm:ehn :if nm.f nme n:ifl trh ht hnm “:dmlW Mi hnm lw.mizms 4tni?l 
z.tza dm:lremf hwdm wi l.mmk, hwzalW Kmuu, hreimf nme nm:f htp:efl hnm h:.. d:ntu:i, 
z.tza ti hnm o:e p:..s :if hnm pwftp om.h :ithnme ld:.. lpm..wiu to kewfmW bnm lnrGmf 
k:lh Kmuu,s .wohmf hnm .wf to hnm hm: amhh.m ti hnm .mfum T, hnm ue:hm :if kmmemf wilwfmW
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Kmuu, :dT.mf T:za htp:efl hnm fmmzmW qnm nwium to hnm ot.fwiu h:T.m zem:amf :l hnm 
uwe. “wkkmf wh rk “rln pwhn hnm lm:h?l T:zaW

;Lw.. M l.mmk ti hnm fmmzm‘? lnm :lamfs hmlhwiu hnm h:T.m?l dmzn:iwlds rk :if ftpis rk 
:if ftpiW

Lwftp vtcwm lntta nme nm:fW ;6:,W? bnm itffmf htp:efl hnm z.tlmh lmh wiht hnm zteimes 
:u:wilh hnm k:ehwhwti Tmhpmmi hnm hpt ettdlW ;–tr?.. l.mmk wi hnmem pwhn dmW?

Kmuu, lhetfm ht hnm z.tlmh :if kr..mf hnm ftte tkmi ht lhrf, hnm Tt” TmfW Lnmi lnm 
hreimf T:zas lnm p:l ldw.wiuW ;Ad M hnm ti., lmec:ih‘?

;…te itps? Lwftp vtcwm l:wfW ;-rh d, ue:iflti nm.kl trh pwhn hnm z:hh.m :h hwdmlW 4tni 
l:,l nm?.. h:am nwd ti :if : o:edn:if :l pm.. :h Lnwhlrif:,W?

qnm uwe. p:ifmemf T:za ht hnm k:ll:um T, hnm oetih ftte :if kmmemf wiht hnm thnme 
ettds Trh Lwftp vtcwm l:wf ln:ek.,s ;qn:h?l 4tni?l ettdW?

Kmuu, htta hnm nwih :if hreimf T:za ht fwdk.m :h nmeW ;Lnmem is 4tni‘?
;–tre d:lhme‘ ’m?l trh hnemlnwiu hnm zteiW?
4tni n:f l.mkh .:hm hn:h dteiwiu :if ptami pwhn : ltem nm:fW qtt drzn z:etrlwiu 

:ohme ,mlhmef:,?l ommwiu d:eamhs lnm lrkktlmfW 4tni p:li?h drzn to : fewiames Etf T.mll 
nwdJ : fe:d te hpt Tmotem Tmf p:l mitrun ote nwdW Oi.wam nwl o:hnme x itp hnmem p:l : 
l.:cm ht hnm Tthh.ms EmteumW ’m?f Tmmi : lhetiu d:is ote :.. hn:hs ztr.f fewia hnm o:edn:ifl 
riztilzwtrl :if lhw.. umh Tmnwif nwl k.trun :h f:pi pwhn :.. hnm ktpme to : k:we to 
pteantelmlW 4tni p:li?h .wam hn:hW bhw..s nm had lh:uumemf ntdm .:hm .:lh iwunhs itwl,s :if 
pwhn hnm lhwia to pnwla, ti nwdW Oh, John. ’me nm:eh lnwohmfs hnwiawiu to nwdW

qnm uwe. p:l g..wiu hnm ettds htrznwiu hnwiuls ketffwius liwYiuW
vrza, uwe.s lnm hntrunhs hntrun Kmuu, lntpmf it lwui to :p:emimll to nme uttf 

otehrimW qnm pwftp ptifmemf wo hnm imp lmec:ih n:f h:ami k:eh wi hnm ktlhFo:we emcm.e,W 
bnm lmmdmf htt TewunhFm,mf ht n:cm lkmih hnm iwunh fewiawiu :if “wehwiuW qnmi :u:wis lnm 
p:l ,triuW -rh lnm p:l gh ote ptea htf:,s :if hn:h p:l :.. hn:h d:hhmemfW

qnm pwftp p:cmf : n:if :h hnm pttfmi :edzn:weW ;bwhs hnmiW ’:cm ltdm hm:W?
qnm uwe. femp : zn:we z.tlme ht hnm gemW Lwftp vtcwm k.:zmf nme ln:p. ti hnm ld:.. 

etrif h:T.m x wh p:l p:ed wi hnm zthh:um x :if kwzamf hnm hm: amhh.m rk oetd hnm .mfumW Mh 
p:l lhw.. nth oetd 4tni?l Tem:ao:lhW bnm ktremf : dru ote hnm uwe. :if :ithnme ote nmelm.oW 
qnmem p:l drzn ht fts Trh hnm uwe.?l .wunhimll d:fm nme omm. emza.mllW bnm krh : dru wi 
Kmuu,?l n:ifl :if l:ia pwhn : lwun wiht hnm thnme :edzn:wes o:zwiu hnm gemW bnm htta : 
ur.k to hm:s z.tlmf nme m,ml ht l:ctre wh :..y hnm hm:s hnm p:edhns hnm lhw..imllW
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Lnmi lnm tkmimf nme m,mls Kmuu, p:l ldw.wiu :h nmeW bnm n:f lhe:wunh hmmhn :if im:h 
zewia.ml :etrif nme m,mlW bnm?f hntrunh hnm uwe. dwunh Tm : zn:hhmemes Trh x hn:ia Etf 
x lnm p:li?hW qnm, l:h :if l.rekmf wi lw.mizmW qnmem pmem hnwiul lnm ztr.f n:cm l:wf x 
k.m:l:ihewmls wilherzhwtils er.ml x Trh hnm, ztr.f p:whW bnm p:l htt hwemf ote ld:.. h:.aW

;K, lti pw.. uwcm ,tr ,tre wilherzhwtil .:hmes? lnm l:wfW ;qtf:, ,tr z:i nm.k dm 
z.m:i hnm awhznmi :if lmhh.m ,trelm.o wiW? bnm emlhmf nme nm:f :u:wilh hnm T:za to hnm 
zn:weW qnmem ptr.f Tm er.ml 7 Trh pn:h were hnm,‘ bnm ptr.f n:cm ht d:am ltdms lnm 
lrkktlmfW bnm kmmemf lwfmp:,l :h hnm uwe. hnetrun l.whhmf m,mlW Ltr.f Kmuu, ot..tp 
er.ml :i,p:,‘ bnm fwfi?h lmmd hnm lrTdwllwcm h,kmW bnm?f Tm hetrT.mJ ,triu ptdmi 
:.p:,l pmemW -rh hnm pwftp p:l htt hwemf ht ptee, :Ttrh hn:hW

qnmem p:l : aitzas :if Tmotem lnm ztr.f zem:a ht nme ommhs : l.:ihmf emzh:iu.m to 
k:..wf .wunh urlhmf wiht hnm zthh:umW Kmuu, lh:ehmf :if lkri :etrifs :.mehs TewunhFm,mfs 
fwdk.wiuW Expecting JohnW Lwftp vtcwm m”n:.mf l.tp.,W So that’s how it is.

-rh wilhm:f to 4tnis wi d:eznmf nwl lwlhme C.lkmh wi : pnwe. to Tewi, wzmFpwifW 
;−znP? C.lkmh l:wfs hnerlhwiu nme S:p :h nme dthnmeW ;–tr?cm uth ztdk:i,W?
C.lkmh p:l hmi ,m:el ,triume hn:i 4tnis Trh ,tr?f imcme urmll wh oetd nme o:zmJ lnm 

:.em:f, lktehmf fmmk .wiml oetd itlm ht S:pW bnm?f krh ti pmwunh .:hm.,s :if wh fwfi?h 
lrwh nmeW

;–tr aitp Kmuu, KzHmll:es? hnm pwftp l:wfs hw.hwiu : znmma ote nme f:runhme ht awllW
;A,ms? C.lkmh l:wfs ith .ttawiu :h hnm uwe.W
C.lkmh lhtdkmf ht hnm gem :if ktremf nmelm.o : dru to hm:W bnm oetpimf :h Kmuu,s 

p:whwiu ote hnm uwe. ht c:z:hm hnm :edzn:we ote nmeW Kmuu, ldw.mf Tmnwif : zrkkmf n:if 
:if emd:wimf lm:hmfW Lwftp vtcwm om.h : hpwhznwiu :h hnm zteimel to nme dtrhnW

;’tp?l Lw..w:d‘? Lwftp vtcwm l:wfs pwhn : ktwihmf u.:izm :h C.lkmh?l lpt..mi 
Tem:lhlW

;Lw..w:d wl pm..s? C.lkmh emk.wmf zt.f.,s lhw.. lh:ifwius nme T:za ht hnm gemW C.lkmh p:l 
frm ht pmf wi hpt pmmalJ lnm em:.., trunh ht Tm .wcm.wmeW Mo : ptd:i ztr.fi?h Tm znmmeor. 
ti hnm mcm to nme pmffwius hnmi pnmimcme ztr.f lnm Tm‘ -rh S:rihwimll p:li?h C.lkmh?l 
p:,W bnm n:f hnm ai:za to hreiwiu :rhrdi ht pwihmeW

C.lkmh .ttamf ftpi nme itlm :h Kmuu, :if l:wf ln:ek.,s ;M hntrunh Ke bzthh p:ihmf 
,tr ti his o:edW?

;−ns :,ms? Kmuu, l:wfW ;’m fwfW?
;–tre dwhnme l:wf lnm o:ctremf himW?
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qnm pwftp?l lhtd:zn fetkkmf :h hn:hW bt hnm erdtrel pmem lhw.. utwiu :Ttrhs hnmi‘ 
qnm pnwlkmel :Ttrh hn:h :por. Trlwimll pwhn hnm 8nmllte uwe.s hnm .w:e‘

Kmuu, lneruumf :if .:runmfW ;8e:ia, t.f bzthh‘ I o:ctremf 4tni vtcwm?l t meW?
qnm pwftp u:cm : lntehs ln:ek .:runW vmh dthnmel p:ei hnmwe f:runhmel :.. hnm, 

.wamfW Kthnmel p:ihmf hnmwe f:runhmel ht ptea ote t.fs pteiFtrh dmi pnt ptr.f ammk 
hnmdlm.cml ht hnmdlm.cml  Trh ptr.f f:runhmel mcme .wlhmi ht hnmwe dthnmel‘

C.lkmh emffmimfW Kmuu, etlm .:jw., :if htta nme dru ht hnm femllmes nme nwkl lp:,wiuW 
qnm d:wf p:l lntpwiu t P 6t ptifme C.lkmh n:fi?h h:ami ht nmeW

;Kmuu,s? Lwftp vtcwm l:wfs ldw.wiuW ;Et :if .tta :Ttrh hnm o:edW AzIr:wih ,trelm.o 
pwhn hnm f:we,W?

Kmuu, itffmf :if l:ln:,mf ht hnm ftteW A T.:lh to zt.f :we :if .wunh p:lnmf wis :if 
hnmi hnm pwftp p:l :.tim pwhn nme f:runhme wi hnm u.ttd :u:wiW

C.lkmh “riu nme : f:ea .tta :l lnm .tpmemf nmelm.o wiht hnm c:z:hmf :edzn:weW ;bnm?.. Tm 
hetrT.mW?

; nnnhs? lnm l:wfs pwhn : “wza to hnm pewlhW bnm p:l omm.wiu x rirlr:.., x k.:,or.W ; ti?h 
oemh ,trelm.oW?

; ti?h l:, M imcme p:eimf ,trW?


